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EDITORIAL

The beginning of a new era

O início de uma nova era

This is t he f i rst  issue of  t he Journal  in a new era in t he 
publ ishing hist ory of  Portuguese cardiology.  Af t er several 
years,  we have f inal ly concluded an agreement  wit h an 
int ernat ional  publ isher,  Elsevier,  which has long been 
an ambit ion of  various individuals wit hin t he Port uguese 
Societ y of  Cardiology (SPC).  The importance of  t his step, 
and the effects that  it  could have not  only on the publicat ion 
it self  but  also in wider t erms on t he image of  Portuguese 
cardiology, merit  some brief comments.

Over  t he years t he Journal  has been t he f orum par 
excel l ence of  al l  t hat  is best  in Port ugal  in t he area of 
cardiovascular disease.  The various nat ional groups have 
regularly used t he Journal  t o publ icize t heir resul t s and 
t hereby improve knowledge of  what  is done in Port ugal. 
The fact  t hat  t he Journal  has been publ ished in Engl ish 
as wel l  as Port uguese for over t en years has helped t o 
spread t his knowledge beyond our borders and t hus give 
Portuguese cardiology internat ional exposure. It  is indeed 
highly grat ifying to see that  the Journal  is f requent ly read 
abroad, as shown by conversat ions with foreign colleagues 
and the growing number of visitors to the Journal ’s website 
f rom out side Port ugal .  Several  fact ors have cont ribut ed 
t o t his increasing exposure,  an import ant  one being t he 
direct  link to our art icles through PubMed, which has raised 
our visibi l i t y signi f icant ly and faci l i t at ed access t o and 
awareness of our publicat ions.

Not wit hst anding t his success,  several  of  us were wel l 
aware t hat  a furt her st ep was needed t o st rengt hen t he 
image and internat ional visibil it y of the Journal  and hence 
of  Port uguese cardiology.  To t his end,  ef fort s have been 
made to have the Journal  published by a large internat ional 
publ isher,  as is t he case in ot her count ries,  not ably our 
Spanish neighbors, who have made the Revist a Española de 
Cardiología (Spanish Journal of  Cardiology) an internat ional 
reference among scient i f ic publ icat ions in t he area of 
cardiovascular medicine.  We therefore t ake considerable 
pride in t he appearance of  t he f irst  issue of  our Journal  

published by Elsevier, in what  we hope will be the beginning 
— or rather the cont inuat ion — of a path that  will give a new 
impetus to cardiology in Portugal. We owe this to the clear-
sighted vision of the previous Board of the SPC, headed by 
Professor Manuel  Ant unes,  who welcomed t he idea wit h 
great  enthusiasm from the outset ,  demonst rat ing a st rong 
sense of  how modern medicine should be pract iced,  wit h 
part icular regard to the publicat ion of a medical j ournal.

The move t o publ i cat i on by El sevier  represent s a 
signi f icant  st ep f orward in t he int ernat ional izat ion of 
Port uguese cardiology,  one t hat  we hope wi l l  soon give 
us an impact  fact or t hat  wi l l  put  us on a par wit h ot her 
internat ional j ournals. This will enable us to raise the level 
of  t he publicat ion,  as well  as making it  a more at t ract ive 
prospect  for internat ional groups to publish in,  which wil l 
at t ract  a greater number of submissions and thereby improve 
the qualit y of the Journal .  We should also note that  access 
to the range of possibilit ies afforded by the associat ion with 
Elsevier will enable us to use means of publicat ion that  will 
enrich readers’  experience of the Journal , such as elect ronic 
publicat ion of images, video clips, and others.

However, I would emphasize that  our work is not  done, and 
now more than ever a st rong commitment  will be needed by 
al l  t hose involved in t he Journal  and t he SPC — f rom the 
Board and members of the SPC to those direct ly responsible 
for producing the Journal .  Only by working together can we 
achieve the results for which we st rive.

I hope my enthusiasm will be infect ious at  the beginning 
of this new cycle of l ife for the Journal ,  which will help to 
enhance the visibilit y of Portuguese cardiology, and I count  
on the support  and hard work of all my colleagues in order 
to at tain this goal.
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